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Honorable Robert S: Walker
House'of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Walker:
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This is in reply to your letter of March 4, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the prOCeeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

~~~
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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Mr. James Quello
Acting Chair
Federal Communications Commission

, 19i9'M' Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear 1"1::::-. Quello:

I am writing to you on behalf of several of my constituents who
have enlisted my assistance.

It is my understanding that they are quite concerned about the
effects of PR Docket 92-235 on model airplane use. Accordingly,
I would like to take this opportunity to express my interest on
behalf of my constituents and to request that their concerns be
reviewed as expeditiously as possible.

Thank you for your cooperation in this,regard. I will look
forward to hearing from you at your earliest opportunity.

Cordially,

tbs.wtL::fL
ds
Enclosures
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Honorable Robert S. Walker
U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Walker,

Feb. 20, 1993

lFEB'Z6199Sl
FEB 2'~ m3

" '

The Federal Communications Commission is planning changes
to the 72-76 MHZ radio control band which will severely impact
the saFe use of this band for control of model aircraft.

On PR Oocket 92-235, FCC will ask to reduce these radio
Frequencies from 50 to 19, which will congest useability of
if the equipment. Such congestion will multiply risk of in­
terference related accidents while flying model aircraft.
Some of our models are of nine (9) foot wingspan and occasionly
weigh up to 40 pounds. Injury accidents currently are rare.
Model flyers exercise saFety precautions which directly affect
this result. If the FCC "inFects" the 72-76 MHZ band with the
land mobile units to take our place, epidemic amounts of control
losses will occur.

At our flying meets allover the United States, thousands
of participants and spectators attend. This proposal, if adopted,
can cause untold numbers of injuries, deaths and lawsuits. The
FCC being America's premier authority on radio matters, should be
aware of this. Interference on voice use is just a minor aggrava­
tion. It causes "out of contra l" in mode 1 aircraft.

My models and equipment are worth a great deal of money. I
do not want them destroyed or be forced to discard all of it. As
a model Ric hobbiest, I buy merchandise, which will cease if this
FCC proposal is adopted. Manufacturers and dealers will suffer.

Ric model building and flying is enjoyed by retired persons,
and is useful to encourage the young into aviation careers. We
don't need to discourage either by limiting the radio control fre­

·quencies or making them dangerous to use. Please vote against FCC
getting their proposed chan~es.

Sincerely,

lol Cieal .. RJ%d
'Oxford. ·Pa. 19363

. ~. .•.•• __ , •. __-. •••••• ' •. '. ~.~ .••.•.•. ~ •• - ••• '. --"7"'~~'" - ~~, •• -.
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Feb .. 22, 1993
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tear Re9re sentati VB ~"81ker,

I Br writing re: PH Docket G2 -235". PI th.owsh
I :under~tand the' need for !1'iorr~ rAdio frequencie~
for mobile phones etc., those ?ro~os~d ~i11 be eX­
tremely ClOSA to those us~d by o~erator~ of r8dio
controlled air~l8nes, boats and helico~ters. Ps
tl::e se arf: ':f."'obi Ie '! they woul d int ~rfer ;:i th f]:' gnals
being use~ to contnol the ~odel sirplene etc. pt
ti~es not ex~ectec Gnd render the controls useless.
m"l-, ~ • ,... • • - t I " . .
~~_s caD resu_~ In aCClden S, 09S 01 expenSIve aqulp-
rr.ent, and possible injury to people. (A model gir?lane
out of control and unAble to resoono to sign21s
from the operater- signal blocke~- or resp~nd!nG
to a signal from a mobile' phone could cresh into an
inocent bystender.)

I am disabled, unable to ~ork and derive rrany
hours of pleasure from buildiDS and oper8ting radio
controlled model air91anes. I o~n 2 radio t~ansmitters

9nf 3 receivers ~hich ~oul~ be unusuable ff these
frequencies are adopted. My models weigh 6 to 10
lbs. and tr9vel 25 to 60 ~9h., so you csn ree the
daYr'age 2.D ("Jt of control model airJ?12ne cou16 inflict.

?le~re reconr-ider the i~~leuent8t~on of the
insertion of these radio freq~encies.

Thanl: you.

Sincerely,

~<~
AfR. UNWOOD ULLEY

_____... Irl'. 5 BOX 418
,............._COATESVILLE. PA. 19320
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February 12, 1993

.....

The Honorable Representative Walker
United States House of Representatives
Washington, ,D.C.•. 20515

Dear Representative Walker:

I am writing to you today to convey my concern regarding PR
Docket 92-235. I am an active member of a local Radio Controlled
Airplane Club and usually fly every weekend. I currently operate
three radio control transmitter receiver pairs which would be
affected by the proposed rules. All of this equipment is very
new and was purchased to comply with FCC Regulations regarding
Narrow Banding adopted in 1991. The approximate value each of my
sets range between $120 to $200, and when you combine that with
the value of the airplanes and support equipment I have a lot to
loose!

Building and operating radio controlled airplanes is a fast
growing hobby. R C Clubs must take great care in managing
frequencies to maintain safety and this will only become more
difficult if the proposed rules go into affect. The reason this
is troublesome is that the average model weighs between 10 to 25
lbs. traveling up to 90 MPH, some are even larger and faster! If
our frequencies become more crowded the potential for accidents
and potential damage to people and property increases.
In circumstances where an operator is unaware of a rule change
and continues to operate affected equipment, the potential damage
from a 10 to 25 lb. unguided missile is frightening.

In closing, our hobby offers enjoyment to senior citizens,
children and all ages between. Many thousands of people derive
many hours of enjoyment from the time and money they have
invested into the hobby. Please don~t open up out frequencies to
other uses.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

/V\~~~
Mi chael Lam'
334 Charles Street
Coatesville PA 19320
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I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy
con~tructing .and operating r~dio-controlled model airplanes.
I personally own 6 radios~ 9 RiC m~dels~nd have 'a ~orkshop
full of other products necessary to operating my models.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted the new
rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for RiC model use and 'increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability.

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from theland mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for safe use of R!C aircraft and surface models by keeping 10Khz
spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by
R!C enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5Khz of frequencies available to us,
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the
72MHz band(for R!C aircraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the
75 MHz band (for RiC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In
fact, more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our RiC models, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the pro­
tection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by
the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the
operation conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radio, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. It is
sizeable industry that must be saved from these detrimental FCC
actions. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds
of thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advance 4

ment and development of the commercial aviation industry.
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'. Pl.~a.~e· ;h~'ip m:e~ 'ebn ti~he the: .safe:·, enjoyme:n t""~·o·.f,:mY" p·~stime"· .."
hyn'ot" allowing' theF"cGto" carry out {tspropo'sal PR Docket92-235
for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your help urgently because
the 'F,CC has a deadline 9f February 26; "1993 afteT which it may
become more diffi~ult to avoid halting these proposals from"
going Lnto eff~ct;

Sinc'erely,

SBY:mly



•

EDWA~D C. GORETZKA
812· KIMBERL.Y LANe:

WEST CHESTER. PI'.. 19380,..
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February 23., .1993

. -.,~. .'

The it'ort"oi-ab'le Ro,bert"Waiker '"
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 2051 S

I have been interested tn aviation for almost 60 years and, being retired. I am able
to indulge myself and derive much· pleasure constructing· and operating radio controlled.··
model airplanes•. I am active in several clubs in the Chester and Lancaster County area
and also compete in local and·national contests.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.
Lt· adopted, the new rules willw i l l

r u l e s r u l e s
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The Honorable Robert Walker
February 23,.1993,
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I·.do not 'think it. is wise' of the FCC to seek to improve, the operating.conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think

,we are as important as businesS. users of .radios', but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. My. personal investment in ~adio equipment
affected by. the propos.ed changes approaches $1400. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC
to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely, 7#/'
I ~ V' ,
L'~'~ (. ~V:>/,~

Edward C. Goretzka .
, (-/'
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'The Honorable RiChard T. SchulZe
U.S. ~o~ of.~presentati.(es:
:·W~" 00'20515.":'
" " . :~, ..... '-..... ,"

Dear Mr. Schulze:

. I.~ a'retired Aeronautie8I Engineer' and et.erive many hours of el\ioyment m;m construction and .
operating radiQ controlled model airpl8iles.

, ,

I ani very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92·235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability offrequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies ~. in the 72 . 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private
land mobile dispatch operations.' However, our radio control frequencies 41 this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use intelfering with
the other.

Presently the FCC is considering the creation of more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interi"erence to radio control operations. It is my
understanding that of the 50 frequencies presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of
the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin ofsafety
will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as
30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio intelference causes the operator to lose control
ofthe craft. We often fly our models at organized even~ and contests where hundreds ofoperators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flyL."lg environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense ofradio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands ofpeople like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe el\i0(:jntmy pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72 . 76 MHz band.

. , s~reln~J2ftJ
d~

David S. Schiller

DSS/rat MR DAVID S SCHILLER
27 CONSTITU~ION DR
CHADDS FORD PA 19317
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The Honorable'Robert S. Walker
16th Distr.ict
~369 '~~yl:;1Urn 'H;ou,seBu,i:lqing

, Washing,ton, DC,: 205"1-5-,',,·:, ,', ... . :0.: : ....

,Dear cong~es~manWal~~r:'

I am retired 'and derive many hours of enjoyment from, constructing
and operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that
of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio
control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left
if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies
is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime,
which provides enjoyment to thousands of people like myself
and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry, by not allowing the FCC to carry
out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

'-/l~~JB~e~
Richard B. Bates

Richard B. Bat0S'
732 Westcroft Place
West Chester, PA 19~82
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The Honorable Curt Weldon
United States House of Reps.
Washington. DC 20515

Re: Proposed ·F,CC .R~Je·Changes Threaten the Unjt~dS~'tes's~d~o.Controlled Model Industry,
'. .

rh8~e' et:ljoy~d"radio ··c6ntr9.I~e.d:nl~del~ of~Y.typi~ (cais~:b~afu~ pi~e~;~atl planes,·~~iicbp.ter~, et~) '~~ce 1 \vas ~j(..'~gh. . ..
schooi.. nu~ one of the very rewarding hobbies available that we should all be encouraging our children to participate in and
e~-posing them to in jr.'high and high school. Perhaps if more kids participated in an active hobby like th!s, they would ..
spend less time ~ money on .trying drugs, cig8.rettes,aicoh~J,.~~ .

.r am Writing·~o. you today as'Ifeel th~t ch~es~~~~;~:FC~ \vill gr~~JYdiminis? the airspace available to this
. unportant actlVlty and threaten the model mdustry Itselt. . The model mdustry IS a very acttve part of the US economy and I
don't fed it should be forced out of business by the frequency spectrum greed of the cellular phone & pager companies, most
of whose products are manufactured out of this country. rcurrently have over $5000 invested in model equipme. most of
which was manufactuered in the US. Conversely, I have over $2000 invested in cellular phone equipmen, all of which was
manufactured out of the US.

I am vel)' concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the use ability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-7611fHz band. This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that
we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause·
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

\\ben we t1y our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build~ but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury,
or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We oflen fly our models at organized
events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in
order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise: of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousand,> ofpeople
Ii..lce mysel f and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the sat~ enjo].ment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76
~1Hz band.

Si:1cerelv,

t4i4
\. 11~'" I(IJt"nnlJ,O

William M. Kuenning
Catherine A. Kuenning
1009 Rock Creek Hoad

West Chester. PA 19380-3881
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JOSEPH E. CROSSAN
3548 UNCOLN HIGHWAY

THORNDALE, PA 19372·1005
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The Honorable Robert Walke~

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. :20510
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,~.'m ~n.;a.:t,ive.mein:b~r, ~~'.,th~~pti'?,~. ~:I/,:F.;tC ·~~f~'n_ :e'~'~ ..... .1 f~'y s~y~r'al.· ':' :',:-.
t.imes· ··a· ·week ' at Cil.ll'" , .:1 ub flying t l~.lq;·. af"id ''X,'l1a·ve ..apprc.x l'matel y .$_-_,_"._ .'.

tie~up in 'this hobby. Much of ~his money is in the r~dios·that fly
these 40 plus lb. model~.

I'm '..Jr it ing to the, FCC to c.onvey my Cc-ncern f.:;.r the .sa fet y of my
models and friends (other flyers and spectatc-Ys) because I understand
that you're consideringPF.:Doc~;:et·:i2-235. If y.:.u adclpt these'new
rules yc-u will greatly reduce the usability of the frequencies
currently assigned for model use and you will knowingly inc~ea5e the
risk of accidents and attend~nt liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operatic-ns,
but our radio control frequencies are far enough apart from these
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

If the FCC creates more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths the frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference. I'm told that with the
new restructuring only 19 of the 50 frequencies will be left for RIC.

Many c-f the safety precautic-ns we take involve careful
c.:,,:.rdination and use clf the radio control frequencies. If YClu
diminish the frequencies, they will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased. These models are often flown at
spectator events where hundreds of people could be injured or even
killed. The fact that the new mobile use would or could be anywhere
further complicates the problem.

I don't think its wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as
business users of radios, but we have a cc-nsiderable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
en)oyment .to thousands of people like myself, and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

I'm asking you to help us. continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out the 72-76MHz proposals CPR Docket
'32-235)· .

F.:l:?Spect full y 7
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The Honorable Robert Walker
United states Senate
~ashin~t6n, D.C•. 20510

i t'in,.:~n 'a;::t ive m,embel'in:: t.he ,H<:'bby'.:.f" fUC . .;\~qJlanes. : I .{l y, s~Ver,al. '... ;', ~.' .'
tifmes a week 'at ":'(Ir '.:iLlb fly'in.g 'field", ari-d 'I'. h:ave appr,:,:diO'.:>.tely,$2JJOQ ',,4. '..

tied' up iri thi~' hobby. Much of this ~oney is in the r~dios ~hat flY' ,
these 4~ plus lb. models.

I'm writing to the FCC to convey my concern for the safety of my
models and friends (other flyera and'spectators) because I unders~and
that y':'u're c.:,nsidering F'R Doc~(et '32-235. If you adopt these"new
rules you will greatly reduce the usability of:the frequencie~

currently assigned for model use and' you will knowingly increase the
risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations,
but our radio control frequencies are far enough apart from these
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

If the FCC creates more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths the frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference. I'm told that with the
new restructuring only 19 of the 50 frequencies will be left for RIC.

Many of the safety precautions we take involve careful
.:.:,,:.rdinat ion ~nd LIse of the radio con.trc.l frequencies. If you
diminish the frequencies, they will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased. These models are often flown at
spectator events where hundreds of people could be injured or even
killed. The fact that the new mobile use would or could be anywhere
further complicates the problem.

I don't think its wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users 'at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as
business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
model sand, .. tn CoUI- I' ad i 0 ,egui pment . The hobby p'r 0'1 ides many hOLlI- so:; f
enjoy~~ht to thousands of .~eople like myself, and contributes to the
advancement and development ,of the cornmE'rcial avi':'1tion industry.

I'm asking you to he}p us ccintinue the safe enjoyment of our pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out the 72-76MHz proposals CPR Docket
·32-235) .

.~ GEORGE SORESINA
~ 1252 ROBERT FULTON HWY

QUARRYVIl.J.E, PA. ~7566
.~

'?Re~" De-/t..-l 0 ~ Tl-I C:

. qJ~I/Il..LL:.f?'(2, (;:.l...;..{3
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February 13, 1993

'. .' . . -~. .

.. '. T~~. Honor~~1.~ 8o~e~t S..Walk..er.·,: '.
Uh1ted 'States House 0"( Representatlv.es·
WashlngtonJ D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Walker:

"',.- .' .: .

Working 1n America is a stressful way to support a fami'ly and enjoy life. In an
attempt to reduce the stress of corporate America I have found pleasure and peace in my
hobby, flying radio controlled model airplanes. I started this hobby over 18 years ago.

I have recently learned that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Is
considering a rule change that could spell disaster for my hobby. My hobby uses radio
waves to control the airplanes. The proceeding isPR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rule wi II virtually shut down my hobby.'

Americans are lawsuit happy. Flying model planes is a risk. The current risk is
minimal tOday. The new ruling will tremendously increase this risk to the point that I
will not fly for fear that loosing control of my plane may damage personal property or
seriously hurt someone.

Currently the spacing of our radio frequencies for radio controlled airplanes is far
enough apart that we seldom experience interference from other radio wave sources. The
new FCC ruling would place 2 new frequencies between our current FCC granted model
airplane frequencies. To make matters worse, the new frequencies w1l1 be allocated for
mobile use. This means that we will not know when a stronger radio signal is nearby
until our airplanes experience trOUble in the air.

I receive enough stress at work; I don't want to have a lot of stress in my hobby.
Model planes can be very large and weigh as much as 40 pounds. My model club goes to
great efforts to make flying a safe and fun activity. With the addition of these new
frequencies for mobile land use, like cellular telephones, I will have to stop
participating in this hobby. I'm not in a financial position to suddenly drop the use of
$600 worth of electronic equipment for two airplanes.

Please help me continue the safe use of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry ou~ its proposals to change the 72-76 MHz bands currently used for model ing.

Mr. & ~/frs. S. A. Rhood
2 Goldenrod UIOC

West Grove, PA 19390

Sincerely,

~~
Stuart Rhoad
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DEAR..MR: R.o~£Rr·WA,-:-k£R. ~ .
. lAM RETIR.EI>. ANO' UA-V£ 'B€E'u ACTIVE. /A.! R C FO£!. ..

(;'"0 YEARS, T 8J...Joy iT VEKv.!'JCiI, ESPEG/A up- lu()/!-K/ttfG-
~J(r f.I J< IDS (;.1::-rT1 A/ e-' titf:::" /o-f 5/.4 ~ J t: IJ.: L . 0 VE:. R.. ;>

( .

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability Of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create .more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a reSUlt, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety ofthe
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested anci the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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WO MiG-21 fi~htcrs roan.'<I in out of nowhere anu
'ZOOlllCU across our lIying fidd, making tlJrl~e low-kvd
passes heforl' thcy left. As Wl' slood lhl'n' wilh our lIIollths
open, we <III knew for sure that we were a long. long way
frolll home,

This worlu competition was very well organized: there wen: vcry
few prohlcms anu no prolests, BUI Illoslof all. it was a great experi­
ence for the Junior !liers, and they all enjoyed their adventure in a
foreign land, whether they won anything or not.

The eastern Furopean compelilors were very capable flicrs
wilh superh cquipment. Not surprisingly, they diu most (If the
winning, Of the othcrs. only France and our boys l11anageu 10 will
Bronze Icam meuals,

Jouy Miller did u:~ proud with his fourth-place Individual win in
F 1;\; he was only one sccond away from third place, We were
pleased with the line erforl put forlh hy all our team memhers. Mall
Gewain and his wife. Guil. did a superb joh of directing our aClivi­
tics Ihroughout Ihe entire program,

Father Illtllkkrs t;lh' note! t\ I'ril'ckss l'Xp('rienH' aWilits y"ur
sllns and d;llIghtl'l's if yon hdp thcllI to makc Ihe .Iunillr tl'alll, Therc
is nil huilder-of-Ihl'-modd I'I1Ic in FA!. so YOlIl'an work wilh y"llr
Ikdgling ;lIld pass along y"ur skills,

Our trip hl'J.:an on Wedncsday. August 19, IlN2, as \I'l'l'onwrgl'd
on Kennl'dy Airport fnllll dilTerell1 paris of Ihe II,S, Wl' lirst 1I11'1 .lett

32 Model Aviation +

After the closing ceremonies, the U.S. team assembles for the
last time on Bolkovce airfield as the F1 B competitors proudly
wear their hllrd-earncd Bronze medals.

~1~1~::ad.!fc~~,ZrYillf;~Ps~rry-oll ~
nlllllci hox wc had evcr SCl'n, It was only ahllut 20 illl'hcs IlIlIg, yct il
l'ontainl'd a cIIllIplde FI A glidcr. Thl: Inagil' shrillkillg nUlll'" kat
W~IS achieved by usillg a four-pil'cc willg alld a two-picl'e hody,

Wc then mCllhe resl of lhe crew. whidl consislcd of eight team
ml'mbl'l's, III supportcrs, and Tl'am 1vl:lIl<1gl'r Mall C,ewain, Every­
one was in good spirits: the grand adventurc had hegun,

This was the culminatilln of months of dfllrl hy all concerncd,
The pl;mcs were re'ldy. anu we were oil tOlhc Junior Free Flight
World Championships, hcid in l.ul'Clll'l'. C/l'dlOslovakia, from
Augllsl ~2-2X. 11)1)2,

J\ftl'r a IOllg lIighl (II lIudapesl, we dailllcd our haggagl' alld
mockl hoxcs, Everything arrivcd okay-wilh the l'xwption of lllll' of
yOllrs Inily's suill'ases eontailling IIIUdl of 0111' l'lothillg, II arril'l'd
Ihe 11l'\1 dav, hilt w(' had h. k:l\'(' willullIl II.

Andras I~ee, :111 old illdoor Hyillg fri"lul ;Ind a lIall\(' (II'
Illubpesi. 111('1 liS al the airport alld I~'d om ,':nal':1II 111I(lIII~h 1(111'11
1(1 Ihe olhl'r side "hen' he Idl liS OIl Ih(' r(lull' to I,Ul'l'I"'l', We :t11
said 11'(' WOllld IIl'\'('r ha\'(' 1I1;IIk il lI'ith(lul hilll, Th(' h,'nkr
lTossing illh' ('/l'dlosloval-ia was al'l'llillplishl'd with(lul ulldue
dirril'ultv. although Ih,' Sl,.i(lu, IO(ll-illg :ulul'Il fuards illiliallv

~:I\"l' U\ ;--tltlh.· \,';llt, .. • lor Clillt."(,111. Bill 1114:11

Ihl'y pl'sl'd 1'01' pielurl", alld Wl' IIlTC Oil
(lUr way.

Arril'ing ill l,un'lIn' tll:11 :11'tt-III(I(l11. 11'1.'

l(lolIll'd up :lIId dOli II Ih,' ,Irecls lool-illg 1'(11'
our hOll'1. the N(lI'llllr;1l1. and thell all lil'L'
vl'hides l'I1Il\'crgcd llll il. II wasll'lthc Rill.
hUI it was "lkqll"il'

The h(lls ill1l1l,'dl;,leh' Sl'1 :1I'oUI 111;ll-il1r
1':'I'l'l' ,!:I"Il'ls '0 III' IIlllh" 1(lllllh "",,1
h;dellIlY. ;111<1 sll\ll1,o.: ""llIl'l'lililll1' IIII'



'ESE A-R-~ "/IAPP/ kl..D5­
S'TA itU&.- OUr 6F T12tJ UBL.C

PUT a modeler in the classroom. and
suoner or (.lter yuu'll sec some action.
Here's the story of one such occasion.

"I am a fourth-grade teacher at Locust
Grove Mennonite School just cast of
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. I also build
Illooeluirplanes.

"In Murch 1991, our class wus studying
pClIple. industrics, anutransplll1.ltiull illlhc
social studies textbook. The next lesson.
.How an Airplane Is Made,' expl.lineu how
groups of people cooperate to produce jet
ain:mft at Boeing's Seattle plant. The
thought struck me-how ubollt huving the
class build an airplane instead of reading
about it?

"As I wus the social studies teacher for
both scctions of the fllurth gruoc. my lirsl
decision was whether we should build one

Getting into it­
Right: Andy
Rodriguez takes
his turn with the
throttle control.

• Wayne R. Lehman

- ~.. THE CLASS
THAT

BU/LTAND
,·.'3FLEW

Jonathan Reeser and Andrea Ferlch concentrate their labors on
the airliner's passenger area plan. One plane was built by
students from each of two classrooms.

Bradley Stoltzfus Is busy carving one of the model's two dummy,
freewheeling props. Note that the wing structure in the
foreground has been framed up.

+ February 1993 19


